Getting Started
Getting start to prepare for the SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) can be intimidating. Our goal is to make the first step as easy for you as possible. To perform well on the SAT, you need to draw on a set of skills. Acquiring this ability, and the confidence it produces, is what this Web site is about. When you complete reading through this Web site, you will know exactly how to prepare for the SAT. 

The SAT is an important test. It's different from the tests that you're used to taking. On explicitly stated purpose of the SAT is to predict how students will perform academically as college freshmen. But the more practical purpose of the SAT is to help college admissions officers make acceptance decisions, because it provides a single, standardized means of comparison. The SAT is a predictable test and can be well prepared through practice. 

The SAT Test Structure
The SAT I has 7 sections, with 3 math sections and 3 verbal sections, plus a "wild card" section of either math or verbal. Even though the wild card section doesn't count toward your score, you have no way to know which section the wild card is, so you must do your best on all the seven sections. 

Each section is timed to take either 15 or 30 minutes. The whole test will take you three hours to complete. The following table gives you an idea of what to expect, though the actual order of sections can vary. 

	
	Section
	# of Questions
	Time

	1.
	Verbal Reasoning
	30 or 31
	30 min.

	
	Sentence Completions
	9
	

	
	Analogies
	6
	

	
	Critical Reading
	15
	

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Mathematical Reasoning
	25
	30 min.

	
	Standard Multiple-Choice
	
	

	
	Mathematics
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Verbal Reasoning
	35 or 36
	30 min.

	
	Sentence Completions
	10
	

	
	Analogies
	13
	

	
	Critical Reading
	12
	

	
	
	
	

	4.
	Mathematical Reasoning
	25
	30 min.

	
	Quantitative Comparisons
	15
	

	
	Grid-Ins
	10
	

	
	
	
	

	5.
	Wild Card Section
	varies
	30 min.

	
	
	
	

	6.
	Verbal Reasoning
	12 or 13
	15 min.

	
	Critical Reading
	
	

	
	
	
	

	7.
	Mathematical Reasoning
	10
	15 min.

	
	Standard Multiple-Choice
	
	

	
	Mathematics
	
	


Except for the Critical Reading problems, the questions are designed to get rougher as you work through a set. The charts below are typical examples of the patterns of math questions. 
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As you work, you should always be aware of where you are in the set. When working on the easy problems, you can generally trust your first impulse - the obvious answer tends to be right. As you get to the end of the set, you need to become more suspicious about your answer because they probably won't come easy. If they do, look at the problem again, because the obvious answer tends to be wrong. 
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To move through the test efficiently, you are allowed to skip around within each section. Do not spend too much time on any one question, even a hard one, until you've tried every question at least once. 

There are some rules about how you can and can't allocate your test time: 

· You are not allowed to jump back and forth between sections. 

· You are not allowed to return to earlier sections to change answers. 

· You are not allowed to spend more than the allotted time on any section. 

· You can move around within a section. 

· You can flip through your section at the beginning to see what type of questions you have.

The SAT Answer Sheet
When you get the SAT booklet, you'll also get a separate sheet on which you'll mark your answers. For multiple-choice questions, you'll see sets of answer ovals labeled from A to D or E. Remember, your marked answer sheets will be read by machines. The machine doesn't think. It calculates your scores by what your marks look like, not by what you really meant. 

Fill in your chosen ovals correctly, completely and boldly as required, so there can be no mistake about which one you chose. If you knew the correct answer but didn't mark it right, that would be too sad. 

For the student-produced responses, you'll still be filling in ovals, but you'll write in the actual numerical answer. You'll read detailed instructions later on when you practice at this Web site. 

You should develop a good habit of regularly checking the number of the question and the number on the answer sheet every few questions. Check them carefully every time you skip a question. If you knew the correct answers but filled them in wrong places, that would be even sadder. 
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How The SAT Is Scored
You get one point added to your score for each correct answer on the SAT, and lose one-quarter of a point for each wrong answer (except for Grid-ins). If you leave a question blank, you neither gain nor lose points. Incorrect answers to Grid-ins have no effect on your score. The totals are added up for all the Verbal and Math questions, and that produces two raw scores. 

These numbers are not your SAT scores. The raw scores are converted into scale scores, each on a scale of 200 to 800, and these are the scores that are reported to you and the schools you apply for. The reports include sub-scores as well, but most schools focus on the two main scores. The average scaled score (on a 200- to 800-point scale) for either Math or Verbal is 500, for an average combined score of 1000 points. 

Some Tips You Should Know
Some students always do better in the SAT than others. Yes, they have studied harder and practiced longer. But knowing the right strategies also plays an important role in their better test-taking. Follow the following test-taking tips and become a better test taker: 

1. Questions within a set go from the easiest to the hardest, and so should you.
2. Guess when you can eliminate at least one choice. 
3. Don't lose points to carelessness. 
4. Check your answer sheet regularly. 
5. Pace yourself. 
6. Use your test booklet as scratch paper. 

Relax the day before the SAT. Before you go to bed the night before the test, check through the list of things you need to take with you to the test site. Make sure your calculator has fresh batteries, eat breakfast, and head for the site.

